
PHYS 8950: Scientific Presentations

Instructor: Dr. M. Bachmann
Office: room 309
Email: bachmann@smsyslab.org
Course website: www.smsyslab.org/teaching.html

Context: In this course we practice two types of scientific presentations. A longer talk (pre-
pare for 40 minutes) shall be dedicated to a general subject (e.g., physical effects
and phenomena such as Bose-Einstein condensation; astronomical objects like
black holes; experimental, observational, theoretical or computational methodolo-
gies, etc. In a second, shorter talk (20 minutes), the participants are supposed to
report on a recent scientific publication of their own choice. During the course,
participants learn to communicate questions and comments, critically review pre-
sentations, and improve their own presentation skills.

References: For the long presentation, textbook chapters or review articles published in scien-
tific journals are recommended. For the short talk, scientific search engines such
as the arXiv or Web of Science can be employed to find recent publications on a
desired subject.

Class: Thursday, 11:35am-2:35pm, room 322.

Schedule: The schedule of presentations is available on the course website.

Participation: Attendance is mandatory. All participants will present one long and one short
talk about a topic of their choice. It is not allowed to present a talk that has
already been given earlier on another occasion. All participants are expected to
communicate questions and comments during the talks and assist in critically
reviewing the quality of a presentation.

Grade: The grade is determined by the instructor at the end of the course based on quality
of presentations, active participation in the seminar, and regular attendance.


